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ABSTRACT

Societies transfer their cultures, beliefs and values to every single individual through education.
They also aim to transfer this cultural background to posterity in order to contribute to future
generations’ prosperity. Classic literature can be used for both teaching values and transferring
them to future generations. In the process of learning values, parents and teachers can enable
youth to learn, gain and strengthen values through the joy of literature by encouraging them to
read certain books. The aim of this project is to determine the values in Jack London's novel
Martin Eden and to reveal how these values are processed. In this project, qualitative data
analysis method is used, and the data found is interpreted with content analysis. Literature is a
versatile form of art that shapes a person’s life by entering their field of thoughts and feelings,
teaches them aesthetic pleasure and shows them the details of life. In order to benefit from this
versatility of literature, children and youth can be advised to read certain books. In value
education, teaching values by instructing texts which contain values is substantial. Benefiting
from both literary devices’ aesthetic pleasure and their national and international values is
possible. In Martin Eden, which involves Jack London’s real-life experiences, core human values
such as love, the will to learn, determination, diligence, success, kindness and fidelity is merged
in the novel’s plot through protagonist Martin Eden’s mannerisms. Universal values can be
conveyed to readers by classical literature which is the common heritage of the world. Martin
Eden is a story of self-realization, so to speak. It is an example of “If you want it, you can do it”.
The novel can motivate its reader and inspire them to be a hardworking and successful person.
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INTRODUCTION

Being a social entity, human beings, as a part of the society they live in, shape the society they belong to on the
one hand, and on the other hand, they shape their own behavior by being influenced by it. Beliefs, premises,
customs, traditions and values that societies hold are great factors that determine people’s manners,
preferences and expectations in social life. First used in social sciences by Znaniecki, “value” comes from the

Latin word “valere” which means “be worth”, “be strong” (Bilgin, 1995).

Welton and Mallan (1999, p. 130. as cited in Glven, 2014, p. 16), describe value as “thoughts that serve as
standards of behavior, beauty, effectiveness, or worth”. In another definition, value is defined as “the attitude
that emerges after the fact-consciousness and is determined by attributing certain qualities to the
phenomenon in relation to the subject, which has certain feelings, desires, interests, goals, needs and actions;

the quality attributed by the subject to the phenomenon (Cevizci, 2002, p. 48).

Values play a significant role in an individual’s preferences by structuring their actions. Values guide an
individual on actions to take and avoid by correlating individual’s and society’s needs. Values provide an insight
to an individual on the mission in life, which attitudes and behaviors to display and how to acknowledge their
priorities in society. Briefly, values are a set of premises that organize social life and guide individuals to fit in

society.

Kagan (2001), describes value education as “efforts to systematically develop universal values in schools for the
development of good characteristics such as compassion, cooperation, respect, responsibility, honesty,
aesthetics, truthfulness and virtue in students. Lickona, describes personality education as “deliberate efforts

based on core values to develop individuals and society” (Lickona, 2004, as cited in Pala, 2020).

Societies can transfer their culture, art, knowledge, manners, abilities and values to future generations through
education. Education is the process of changing one’s behavior pattern. According to Socrates, the goal of
education is to raise individuals who believe there are universal truths and values, people that are open
minded, virtuous and people who are not dogmatic and biased. Platon argues that the purpose of education is
to raise good and honest citizens, eventually, to reach a just society and a just government (Ulusoy & Dilmag,

2020, p. 2).

Societies’ expectation of education is transferring their culture to future generations. Societies want to transfer
this cultural heritage based on experience, knowledge and experience to future generations in order to
facilitate the work of future generations. This transmission is accomplished by education. Values also take place

to a large extent in this cultural transmission (Bacanli, 2017, p. 76).

Values education can be defined as “educational activities carried out in order to teach students the basic
human values and common values of the society and to raise awareness of different personal and social values

that are not shared by the whole society” (Halstead, 2018, as cited in Eksi & Katilmis, 2020, p. 19). The purpose
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of values education is to raise individuals who are academic, social, more responsible, loyal to ethical values,

self-disciplined at every stage of school culture and educational programs.

During values education, teachers should encourage students to make their own choices and guide them by
using various activities, dramas, plays, animations and texts instead of imposing national or universal values on
students (Unveren & Giindiiz, 2020). In the process of value acquisition, teachers can facilitate learning, gaining

and strengthening values for students by advising them to read certain books as a spare time activity.

The happiness of individuals and the sustainability of social life are directly related to the number of individuals
in that society that have values. For this reason, raising happy individuals who will partake in maintaining social
life is a part of parents’ and schools’ responsibilities. It is possible to spread goodness in the society and to

make the individuals in the society happy thanks to the peaceful atmosphere resulting from goodness.

According to Noddigs (2003), sustaining decent and social life is dependent on the existence of happy people.
Happy people turn kindness, love, sharing and cooperation into easy tasks. Happy people do not resort to
violence, they do not harm others. The fact that it is possible to ensure the welfare of the society by activating
some key values such as goodness, love and conscience reveals the importance of values education. Values
education is taught in order to ensure that people are satisfied with the life they live, lead a more conscious
and conscientious life, contribute to the common interests of society and ensure the continuity of society

(Akbas, 2004).

Reading is not just discovering the meaning in writing, constructing information in the mind. Reading, in a
sense, is to expand the meaning of the writing and to contribute to it. The individual creates new meanings by
combining the prior knowledge he / she has during reading with the meaning he / she extracted from the text.
This is that the reader, beyond understanding the text, measures the value and importance of the information
in the text, interprets it, expands the text by creating new meanings, and produces new information. During
the reading, the individual questions himself and the world by asking and researching questions; He compares
his own mindset with the thoughts in the text, questions his own knowledge and the information in the text. In
this way, the reader has the opportunity to develop the world of thought, emotion and imagination, and to
maximize his mental, emotional, social and language skills (Ulusoy, 2016). While reading, it is possible to be
aware of the values in the text, to question them, and to internalize the values by empathizing with the
characters in the text. In this respect, reading texts containing value in values education has an important

place.

Basic human values or universal values are values that do not change from society to society, characterize
humans and suppose being human as the highest virtue. These values such as love, respect, and collectivism
make humankind, which is a biological being, superior to other livings. Today, freedom, equality, fraternity,
justice, love, respect, tolerance, friendship and solidarity appear as rising values that can be considered as

unique to humans and common for all people. Being human requires internalizing these values and reflecting
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them on behaviours. Basic human values are values that prioritize being human before being a member of a

nation (lzgar et al., 2018).

Some values change according to society and time, as well as common human values which are always
accepted regardless of time and society. Love is the primary basic human value. Love and its sub-values such as
empathy and tolerance enable people to live in peace. So, teaching basic human values at early ages becomes
more important in today’s world where borders have disappeared, societies are closer to each other with

developing communication technologies and common world culture is discussed.

Jack London

Jake London (born John Griffith Chaney; January 12, 1876) taught himself how to read and write at the age of
five. He started life at a young age, when he was only eight years old, he worked as a farm worker. Leaving
school at the age of fourteen to escape poverty and have adventures, London worked on trains, caught oysters,
worked in the coal business, and served as a crew member on ships traveling in the Pacific. He also spent his
free time in libraries, reading novels and especially travel books with great interest. He was a bookworm, just

like, Martin Eden, the character he created. He is said to have fifteen thousand books.

In public libraries, London educated himself with the popular writings of Charles Darwin, Karl Marx, Herbert
Spencer and Friedrich Nietzsche and tried to create his own world of ideas based on their work. The German

philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche's model "superior man" is the peak of his development process. At the age of
nineteen, he jammed his four-year high school education into one year and entered the University of California
at Berkeley. However, a year later he dropped out of school to mine gold. When he returned the next year, he
was still poor and unemployed. Similar to his character Martin Eden, he decided to earn a living as a writer. His
ability for writing brought him fame and a great amount of money. Jack London is the first author to become a

millionaire solely from writing. In a way, Martin Eden is the author’s own life story.

Jack London read articles published in magazines, and then set a daily schedule for writing sonnets, ballads,
jokes, anecdotes, adventure stories and horror stories, and steadily expanded his work. His optimism and
energy in writing can be seen in Martin Eden. He wrote and published continuously for the rest of his life. He
had completed around fifty books in seventeen years. Although he was the top-earning writer in the United
States at that time, his earnings never covered his expenses and he had to constantly write for money. He

became a militant socialist in 1894, continuing his socialist beliefs almost until the end of his life.

In addition to his work as an author, London also partook in journalism. He was a socialist who was able to
influence large masses with his speeches. Having a flamboyant and controversial personality, London was the

subject of the news frequently.

Similar to Martin Eden, he was also a generous person who financially supported his relatives. The pressure of

his financial obligations that resulted from his desire to help his friends and family and his increasing health
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problems caused him to dream bigger, work faster and stronger. He died of uremic poisoning of the digestive

system on November 22, 1916 at the young age of 40 (biyografi info, n.d.; Piskin, 2019; Yildirim, 2017).

The Aim of Study

The aim of this research is to determine the values in Jack London's novel Martin Eden and to reveal how these

values are processed.

Literature is a versatile form of art that shapes a person’s life by entering their field of thoughts and feelings,
teaches them aesthetic pleasure and shows them the details of life. In order to benefit from this versatility of
literature, children and youth can be advised to read certain books (Cam Tirkan, 2018). In value education,
teaching values by instructing texts which contain values is substantial. Benefiting from both literary devices’
aesthetic pleasure and their national and international values are possible. Jack London has succeeded in
dissolving core human values such as love, the will to learn, determination, diligence, success and fidelity into
Martin Eden, while telling the story of a larger-than-life character. The reader will be aware of these values

while reading the experiences of the character Martin Eden.

For this reason, the problem statement of the research was determined as follows:
1. What are the values in Jack London's novel Martin Eden, how are these values processed?
There is no study on the values in the novel Martin Eden, one of the most important works of world literature.

In this respect, our study intends to make up for the deficiency in this area.

METHOD

Research Model

This study is a study in the scanning model, one of the qualitative research methods. Qualitative research is an
observation method that makes sense of non-quantitative data. According to Karasar (2010, p. 77), scanning
models are research approaches that aim to describe a concept which either had existed or exists currently.
The human or object that is subject to the research is aimed to be defined as the way it exists under its own

circumstances.

Data Collection

In this study, the document analysis method was used to obtain data. Providing data by analyzing written
documents containing information about the facts and events related to the subject examined within the scope
of the research is called document review (Karatas, 2015), or documentary scanning. Documentary scanning
includes the processes of finding resources for a specific purpose, reading, taking notes, and evaluating

(Karasar, 2010, p. 77).
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Data Analysis

Content analysis is used in the analysis of data obtained through document analysis. Content analysis is a
systematic analysis of data obtained from archives, documents, newspapers, various visual documents such as
movies and TV series, and various mass media for researchers working in the field of social sciences. The
purpose of content analysis is to reach concepts and relations that can explain the data collected (Yildirim &
Simsek, 2011, p. 227). Jack London’s Martin Eden, translated into Turkish by Erhun Yilicesoy, was read and the
sentences and parts which contain values were recorded using the filing technique. The data obtained were
classified and arranged, and subject titles were determined. A second reading was made after three months,
and the validity and reliability of the study were tried to be ensured by comparing the obtained data, and

expert opinion was sought on this issue.

The identity of the work examined within the scope of the research is as follows:

London, J. (2020). Martin Eden. Ankara: Platanus Publishing.

FINDINGS and COMMENTS

In the work examined, it was observed that some values were frequently discussed while telling what Martin
Eden had been experiencing. These core human values include love, the will to learn, determination, diligence,
success, kindness, and fidelity. The values determined in the novel are listed according to their effect on the

plot.

Love

Love is the name of an emotion that causes people to perform affection, friendship, compassion, commitment,
and even devotion without expecting something in return. In the novel, love, deep love for someone is the

main reason for change and development.

Martin Eden saves Arthur from thugs and thus, Martin meets the love of his life, Arthur’s sister Ruth. Martin,
who feels the absence of love all his life, lives hungry for love, desires love strongly, is very impressed by Ruth.

So much so that he did not notice the pouring rain while walking home (p. 14).

It is possible to see the power of love and how love can change someone in a short time. He tries to gain Ruth’s
respect both with his accomplishments and his personal hygiene. “He must make a personal reform in all

things, even to tooth-washing and neck-gear” (p. 38).

Martin is not happy with his position in life. He is overwhelmed with the burden of being working class. Before
meeting Ruth, he is a happy person who is content with his life. But now it is time for a change. He talks to
himself in a serious manner; “Martin Eden, the first thing to-morrow you go to the free library an’ read up on

etiquette” (p. 40).
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Ruth makes him fall head over heels in love and makes him see an exquisite life that is full of literature. Thanks
to the books he read, myriad maggots of desire gnawing his brain were activated, thanks to the personal
cleanliness habits he acquired, he felt happy and energetic, and experienced deep exhilaration (p. 50). For the

first time, he realized that the purpose of eating is not solely feeding himself (p. 16).

He has fantasies about people who are educated, successful and rich, about bourgeoisie. “l want to breathe air
like you get in this house—air that is filled with books, and pictures, and beautiful things, where people talk in

low voices an’ are clean, an’ their thoughts are clean.” (p. 64) says him to Ruth.

His love for Ruth causes him to be discontent with his position. Martin realizes that he could only get out of this
situation by reading a lot, working hard, and being successful. Writing and the idea of becoming a famous

writer are ideas he acquires to impress Ruth, whom he sees as unattainable.

“And then, in splendor and glory came the great idea. He would write. He would be one of the eyes through
which the world saw, one of the ears through which it heard, one of the hearts through which it felt. He would
write—everything—poetry and prose, fiction and description, and plays like Shakespeare” (p. 81) “He had
loved poetry for beauty’s sake; but since he met her the gates to the vas field of love-poetry had been opened

wide.” (p. 62).

Martin reads a lot, writes a lot, his appearance changes. Ruth inspires him. He buys a bike, just because Ruth
drives one. Thanks to his love, Martin educates himself, reads profusely in a wide variety of fields, from
grammar to geometry. He does not only read but also writes and dreams of becoming a famous writer. He
sends his work to magazines. His writings are returned to him for a long time. Martin does not give up and
continues to write and send his work to publishers. Thanks to his determination and confidence, he finally
becomes a famous author. The rise of a working-class young man to the bourgeois class and his big
transformation were thanks to his love. “I want the best of everything in the world for you, and the only time
when | won’t want it will be when there is something better. And I’'m going to get it, going to get all of it” (p.

201) says him to Ruth.

His wish is not to be famous but to be together with Ruth. “Long ago | wanted to be famous. | care very little
for fame now. What | want is you; | am hungrier for you than for food, or clothing, or recognition. | have a
dream of laying my head on your breast and sleeping an aeon or so, and the dream will come true ere another

year is gone.” says him to Ruth (p. 286).

Martin is a kind of person who loves life and human beings. He is an idealist. He works day and night for his
dreams. “In his own small room Martin lived, slept, studied, wrote, and kept house. Before the one window,
looking out on the tiny front porch, was the kitchen table that served as desk, library, and type-writing stand.”

(p. 204).
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He suffers from fatigue and insomnia, but he is happy. He loves Ruth so much. When he becomes an extremely
famous author and earns a lot of money, he realizes that Ruth’s love for him is not real like his. He questions
love. Ruth does not believe that Martin would make it as an author and her family pressures her to write a
letter to Martin, in which she states that she does not want to see him again. After Martin becomes a famous
writer, Ruth visits him and wants forgiveness. However, “I am personally of the same value that | was when
nobody wanted me.” says Martin and questions what has changed. He thinks his relationship with Ruth is over
(p. 417). One of the reasons for Martin to feel the joy of life is his love for Ruth. Losing this love, the death of
his beloved friend poet Brissenden, seeing how people who used to ignore him changed after he become
famous, and the fact that the bourgeois he gave so much credit to was nothing like he imagined causes

Martin's love of life to be consumed away day by day, leading him to death.

The Will to Learn

The desire to learn is a desire that always drives a person to research, read and learn, and it is a feeling that
develops and carries people to higher positions. Martin Eden went through a great change and climbed the
social ladder thanks to reading and self-education. “From every side the books seemed to press upon him and

crush him. He had never dreamed that the fund of human knowledge bulked so big.” (p. 46).

Influenced by his love for Ruth, he dedicates himself to reading. To borrow more books from the library, he fills
up membership cards for his older sister and siblings. “The many books he read but served to whet his unrest.
Every page of every book was a peep-hole into the realm of knowledge. His hunger fed upon what he read, and
increased.” (p. 48). Thus, he starts to read more. He treats himself to a dictionary. (p. 51). The week after the
first time he meets Ruth, he dedicates himself to reading. The hours he dedicates to read are long enough to

cause visual impairment. (p. 57).

His readings show him his weaknesses. To strengthen himself, he reads. “He attempted to read books that
required years of preliminary specialization. One day he would read a book of antiqued philosophy, and the
next day one that was ultra-modern, so that his head would be whirling with the conflict and contradiction of
ideas. It was the same with economists. On the one shelf at the library, he found Karl Marx, Ricardo, Adam
Smith, and Mill, and the abstruse formulas of the one gave no clew that the ideas of another were obsolete. He
was bewildered, and yet he wanted to know.” (p. 57). “It was not that his brain was weak or incapable; it could
think these thoughts were it not for lack of training in thinking and lack of thought-tools with which to think. “
(p. 59).

At one point, the captain of the ship he was working on somehow seized an entire body of Shakespeare from
somewhere. The captain lets Martin read the corpus in exchange for Martin doing his laundry. His readings

train his ear, and he begins to enjoy the English spoken by the nobility. (p. 81).

2227



I.I OE E C (International Journal of Eurasian Education and Culture) Vol: 6, Issue: 14 2021

Reading gradually turned into a celebration. “he scorched through the dark streets so as to get home to his
books at the least possible expense of time. And hardest of all was to shut up the algebra or physics, put note-
book and pencil aside, and close his tired eyes in sleep.” (p. 99). After a while, he started to deprive himself of

sleep which he needs in order to gather his strength.

“He wanted to know, and it was this desire that had sent him adventuring over the world.” (p. 113). “At table
he failed to hear the conversation about petty and ignoble things, his eager mind seeking out and following

cause and effect in everything before him.” (p. 114).

He gets a job in a hotel laundry. The most important factor in accepting this job is that he has his own room
where he can read until the morning without disturbing anyone. “A few months of it, and he would have time
to himself for study. He could work hard and study hard.” (p. 150). Martin reads lots of books. No matter how
much he reads, it is not enough for him. He nods to his friend Joe, who asks "Are you reading a lot of

books?"(p. 155).

He takes pleasure in discussing and learns new things from discussions. Martin says “I see; | must read up some
more” at the end of the discussions. (p. 337). “I swear that | learn more each month than the average college

man learns in a year. | know it, | tell you” (p. 286) says him to Ruth.

Martin realizes that his thought-world and mindset has changed and that he is becoming more and more
foreign to the working-class worldview. “Martin knew of the enormous gulf between him and this man—the
gulf the books had made; but he found no difficulty in crossing back over that gulf. He had lived all his life in the

working-class world, ant the camaraderie of labor was second nature to him” (p. 151).

Determination

Determination (Azim) is defined in Misalli Buylk Tirkce Sézlik! as; making a final decision to do something,
resolutely endeavoring in order to do something” Martin Eden is a novel in which success does not bring
happiness in the final, but a novel that shows that determination, patience, and hard work will guarantee
success. Martin is disappointed both in love and his social environment which he is mentally distanced from

and this is what makes him upset. However, at the time he was working very hard, Martin was happy.

Although there are deep gaps between him and Ruth, with whom he is in love, such as class distinction and
different levels of education, he was determined to win her heart from the first moment he saw her, even
though he had difficulty understanding the books he read, he continued to read, and even though the articles
he sent to magazines to realize his dream of writing were returned to him, he did not give up. Thanks to his
determination, he educated himself, won Ruth’s heart and became a famous writer. This novel is the story of

Martin Eden’s determined life.

1 Misalli Buytk Tirkge Sozllk: three-volume Turkish etymology dictionary. t/n
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At the end of the fifth week of his writing journey, newspapers return Martin's writings (p. 121). This time he
sends his writings to magazines in the east. He also receives letters of rejection from them. He thinks the
reason why they sent his writings back is that his handwriting is not legible, so he buys a typewriter. He
dedicates his whole day to learning to use it. He rewrites his writings with the typewriter and sends them back.
He gets confused when the printed ones are also returned but he does not give up and sends them to different
editors (p. 212). “And | promise you, Miss Morse, that | will make good. | have come far, | know that; and | have

far to go, and | will cover it if | have to do it on my hands and knees”, says him to Ruth (p. 137).

His first rival was Cheese Face. At the time, Martin was eleven and his rival was thirteen years old. During the
years when he had a paper route, he had tangled with Cheese Face many times. Although he lost every time
they fought, he still would not hold back. Cheese Face showed no mercy, but Martin resisted. Cheese Face once
made an offer to end the fight, but Martin refused. In the end, he completely defeats Cheese Face, who taunts
and hits him every time. As he says “I licked you, Cheese-Face! It took me eleven years, but | licked you!” (p.
146) he feels proud of himself for standing up for himself thanks to his confidence. This victory encourages him.
“You licked Cheese-Face, and you'll lick the editors if it takes twice eleven years to do it in. You can’t stop here.

You've got to go on. It’s to a finish, you know”, says him (p. 147).

He is dedicated to earning a living from writing. “I seek to do what men have done before me—to write and to
live by my writing”, says him (p. 288). Writings he sends to magazines are returned one after another. He has
no stamps left to send them back. The rent for his typewriter is overdue for a month and he has very little
money left. Although he faces so many more struggles, he does not give up and does not back down from his

dream of publishing his writings and being a famous writer (p. 138).

Diligence

Loving to work, not running away from work, making a habit of working hard is called diligence. In the novel,
Martin Eden achieves his dreams thanks to his hard work and determination. Aware of his ability, Martin Eden
says “I'm willin’ to work my passage, you know, an’ | can make most men sick when it comes to hard work.
Once | get started, I'll work night an’ day” (p. 64) and first, he goes over the grammar book to correct his
speech disturbances, then grabs the dictionary and adds twenty words a day to his vocabulary. He revises
pronunciation and definition lists while steering or watching a ship and learns them by heart until he falls
asleep. During his eight months on board, he not only earns money but also studies and reads books sedulously

(p. 80).

“There were twenty-four hours in each day. He was invincible. He knew how to work, and the citadels would go
down before him” (p. 82). He writes non-stop until dark, then goes to the reading room to study the magazines
until the library closes at ten o'clock. This is his weekly program. He writes three thousand words every day,
and every evening he browses magazine pages with curiosity and takes notes about the stories, articles, and

poems that the editors have approved to be published. Thus, he creates his own writing style. (pp. 84-85).
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“Twoscore of manuscripts were travelling the endless round of the magazines. How did the others do it? He
spent long hours in the free reading-room, going over what others had written, studying their work eagerly and
critically, comparing it with his own, and wondering, wondering, about the secret trick they had discovered

which enabled them to sell their work” (p. 124).

Martin Eden has adopted an organized, disciplined working style on the road to success. “There was in his
nature a logical compulsion toward completeness. Here was something undone. It had been deferred against
the completion of something else. Now that something else had been finished, and he would apply himself to
this task until it was finished” (p. 363). He takes notes while reading successful authors’ works whose writings
are published in magazines. He analyzes their expressions, expressive skills, styles, perspectives, contradictions,
witty words, and satires. He does not imitate them; he just analyzes the principles. He pursues unique, new and
original styles with the knowledge he accumulates through this method (p. 206). He searches and finds ways to
be a good author. He needs to read a lot, write a lot, and examine good writings. "Having dissected and learned

the anatomy of beauty, he was nearer being able to create beauty itself” (p. 207).

He works tirelessly, never puts his feet up (p. 124). He has a grudge against sleep for the time it steals from his
life (p.174). During the time he works at the laundry, he gets on with a five-hour sleep at night. In relation to his

diligence, Joe says “Gee, but you’re a hummer!” (p. 178).

Martin concentrates his mind completely on his work. He is an intelligent machine whose mind and hands are

almost non-stop operating, and this machine is just a man devoted to equipping his intelligence (p. 185).

Working for nineteen hours a day, as he used to, is not enough for him after his writings started to be
published. He reads and writes with great determination. While working, he forgets his longing for tobacco that

he gave up for Ruth (p. 302).

The day he finished his last story, the renting company employee came for the typewriter. As he writes the last
lines of the last chapter, the employee sits on the bed and waits for him to finish. Martin finished writing and
wrote “Finis” in capital letters. It was finished indeed. It was a weight off his shoulders. He watches the
typewriter being taken from his home with relief. Then he lays down on the bed, seems to faint with hunger,

has not eaten for thirty-six hours (p. 366).

After being a famous writer and publishing all his writings, his disappointment and his complete cessation of
writing will cause his joy of life to diminish day by day. At the time he was working very hard, inspired from his

dreams, Martin was happy.

Success

Success means accomplishing something, an act that is desired. Martin is a determined, hardworking person

who follows his dreams. All of this will bring him success. Even though his love for Ruth, who is more
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advantageous in terms of class and education than him seems impossible, he will eventually win her heart.
They both love each other. There is no obstacle in front of them to marry besides their class differences (p.

193).

He cannot publish what he wrote for a long time. Writings he sends to magazines are returned one after
another. Martin does not give up and keeps writing. Some of his short stories are published and he earns a

living, pays his debts. He starts to feel artistic pleasure. He writes stories of better quality.

He takes the civil service examinations for the Railway Mail and passes the exam ranking first among all
applicants. But he stops caring about this job and follows his dreams of being an author. Martin never loses his
confidence. Even though there is no one around to believe him, he continues to believe himself. After difficult
times the tide is turned. White Mouse offers to pay forty dollars for one of his magazine articles. He wins just
when he thinks he is losing the game. This proves that he can pursue a career as a writer (p. 232). He pays all
his debt with the money from the magazines, he saves his suit and bike from the pawnbroker and he pays for

one month in advance in addition to his overdue debt to Maria (p. 245).

After his writings are being published in magazines, his book is also printed. His book makes a tremendous
impact. It is a great success that a critical philosophical essay sells like a novel. In addition, he makes a lot of
money, “Week after week his was the credit of the unprecedented performance of having two books at the

head of the list of best-sellers... Money poured in on him, fame poured in on him;” (p. 394).

It is a success story that Martin Eden, a working class, educates himself by researching, reading, obtaining the
authorship he dreamed of by working in a planned and continuous manner, and making the person he fell in
love with at first sight, Ruth who is from the bourgeois class like him back. Although his success does not bring

happiness to Martin, it is a strong example of determination and diligence bringing success.

Kindness and Fidelity

In Misalli Baylk Tarkce Sozlik, kindness (iyilik) is defined as “Help, grace and bestowal made with human
feelings without expecting a material response”, fidelity (vefa) is defined as “Keeping one’s promise,
perseverance in friendship and fondness, continuity in love, devotion and loyalty”. Fidelity may also mean

remembering favors, reciprocating one’s kindness.

In his difficult writing process, Martin receives the most kindness from Maria Silva, who he rented a room from.
Some days Martin works all day without eating anything. He cannot even eat out in times he is hungry as his
suit is pawned. He could not go to his sister anymore because of how ashamed he was. He is having a hard
time. His writings are constantly rejected. He pawns his watch and bike (p. 125). He feeds himself by selling his
coat, bike, watch, and some of the items in the house. When she senses that Martin is hungry, Maria Silva

sends Martin a hot loaf of bread, sometimes a pot of soup (p. 220).
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Transcontinental offers him five dollars of payment for his story. Martin feels defeated. He always thought he
would get paid more for a published piece. He gets sick, Maria takes care of him and puts cold towels on his
forehead. One day when Maria’s chores all pile up, Martin helps her. Martin is smart and he works his way

through it. He helps Maria iron a pile of clothing, shows her tricks, teaches her how to wash wool (p. 319).

Martin gets reported as a socialist traitor by a reporter whom he had tangled with. The anger towards Martin in
his environment grows more and more. His landlady Maria is anxious and scared, but she does not lose her
devotion to Martin. Silva tribe defended him, however, having big fights in the neighborhood in order to
protect his honor and to defend him, returning home with black eyes and bleeding noses has become a daily

occurrence (p. 360).

Martin asks Maria what she would like to have. Maria says that she wants shoes for her children. “You shall
have them”, says Martin and asks her bigger wish. “I lika da house, dis house—all mine, no paya da rent, seven
dollar da month”, answers Maria and “You shall have it”, says Martin (p. 221) Martin asks Maria her biggest
wish in life and “I lika da have one milka ranch—good milka ranch. Plenty cow, plenty land, plenty grass. | lika
da have near San Lean; my sister liva dere. | sella da milk in Oakland”, says Maria Silva. “You shall have i,” he
answered. Maria drinks a toast to the person that grants the gifts which she knows she will never receive, and

she is happy as if she receives those gifts. She sincerely appreciates Martin's goodwill (p. 222).

Martin is aware of the amount of kindness Maria has shown and in due time he is going to show great kindness
to Maria and her family. His writings are being published gradually and he makes a small amount of money off
them. He gives the five dollars which he took with great difficulty from Transcontinental to Maria so that she
could save her cows that are abducted by the municipal officers Whereas he was planning to save his suit from

the pawnbroker and go to Ruth (p. 316).

With his last money left from his published works, Martin gathers the whole Silva family and takes them to
Oakland. Although he is a little late in fulfilling his promise, he eventually does it, He buys a pair of shoes for
each member of the Silva family, as well as for Maria. “There were horns, and dolls, and toys of various sorts,

and parcels and bundles of candies and nuts that filled the arms of all the Silvas to overflowing” (p. 327).

Martin presents the first copy of his book to Maria. “I wrote it in the room there, and | guess some few quarts
of your vegetable soup went into the making of it. Keep it. It’s yours. Just to remember me by you know”, says

him (p. 389).

Martin is now making a lot of money from his writing. He buys a dairy farm and the house he promised to her
and presents them to Maria. Although Maria has two men hired to do her business on the farm and all her
children wear shoes and go to school, she has an ever-growing bank account. Martin arranges that too. “Few
persons ever meet the fairy princes they dream about; but Maria, who worked hard and whose head was hard,

never dreaming about fairy princes, entertained hers in the guise of an ex-laundryman” (p. 393).
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His sister Gertrude tries to support Martin as much as she can. One day when Martin is going places on foot
because of his narrow circumstances, even though he says that he is actually exercising, his older sister
understands his situation and puts five dollars in Martin's hand. He is in dire need of money, so he takes it. “I'll
pay you back, Gertrude, a hundred times over,” he gulped out, his throat painfully contracted and in his eyes a

swift hint of moisture” (p. 291).

When Martin communicates to his sister that he wants to meet her urgently, Gertrude believes that he is in a
difficult situation, so she takes some money with her. However, this time Martin is not going to take Gertrude’s
money. One hundred gold coins’ flows from Martin’s hands to Gertrude’s lap as if they are a river. “You
remember that fiver you gave me the time | didn’t have carfare? Well, there it is, with ninety-nine brothers of
different ages but all of the same size”, says him. (p. 376). Although he hates his sister Gertrude’s husband
Bernard Higginbotham (as Bernard makes her run off her feet) Martin writes him a seven-thousand-dollar

check under the condition that Bernard reduces Gertrude’s workload (p. 403).

Martin pays three months’ rent in advance and buys presents for Christmas with the one-hundred-dollar bill
that his friend Brissenden gave which he would pay back. Martin keeps his promise and hands the hundred

dollars that Brissenden gave over to his lawyer after he dies to be given to his family (p. 373).

Joe gave him a job in the laundry. They worked together for a long time and got along well. Martin buys his
friend Joe a wash house (p. 429), providing that he would not make kids work with wringers and pays everyone

fairly (p. 430).

CONCLUSION and DISCUSSION

Apart from being fictional, literary works also help to transfer societies’ traditions, customs, and values to
future generations, as they reflect characteristics of the society in which they are produced. Values, which are a
part of daily life and strengthen bonds between individuals, have also been reflected in literature, the material

of which is language, and thus ensuring its permanence and continuity (Yaman et al., 2009, p. 114).

Literary text/literary products are important means of teaching and transferring values. Because they make
readers understand the good, the beautiful, the truth, and values that keep up societies not directly, but with
an aesthetic concern, literary works appear as a more effective and important means (Ozdemir & idi Tulumcu,
2017). Literary works are used in the process of transferring values. Especially narrative texts can be used as a
tool to convey the attitudes, behaviours, and values that are desired to be acquired by members of a society
(Sallabas, 2012, p. 67). Many benefits can be obtained from literary works, whose main purpose of existence is

beauty, in addition to aesthetic pleasure (Karaca, 2015).

In his study, Algur (2019) concludes that if the intended messages are conveyed to the reader fluently and

impressively through good characters in novels, literature will have an important place in value education.
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In her study in which analysing universal values in Ayla Cinaroglu’s novels Mago and Tilis is purposed, Arisoy
(2014) suggest values such as justice, family, friendship, diligence, courage, solidarity, sensitivity, honesty,
education, labour, struggle in life, good-naturedness, austerity, logic, compassion, hospitality, freedom,
missing, health and cleanliness, respect love, hope, loneliness, and helpfulness are discussed in novels, but love
is the most popular and central one. It is possible to say that love is a central value in Jack London’s Martin

Eden.

Aykag and Pilav (2016), in their study that identifying values in Cingene story in Ahmet Mithat Efendi’s Letaif’l
Rivayat is aimed, states Ahmet Mithat Efendi aimed to modernise and educate his readers through most of his
books. They also say he discussed values such as honesty, hospitality, love, respect, generosity, and patience

are discussed in the Cingene story.

Ozdemir and idi Tulumcu (2017), say there are many values in Mahadarat by Fatma Aliye Hanim, which is her
first book, especially morality, loyalty, faithfulness, and goodness. In their study, they also emphasized the role
of literary texts in value education. Values that are discussed in novels that are studied in both studies are

similar to values in Martin Eden.

Jack London wrote Martin Eden which is considered to be one of the best pieces of American Literature at the
age of thirty. The novel is considered to be a “kiinstlerroman”. This term is used to depict novels that show the
author’s journey, process, hardships, and beauties while performing their art. In Martin Eden, Jack London
partially changed his own life story and adapted it to fiction. Classical literary works are read in every time

period, and besides the literary pleasure and sense of beauty, they convey basic human values to the reader.

Martin Eden comes from a working class family, Martin who sets sail as he runs out of money, who is content
with his condition and lives a happy life is in great confusion when he sees Ruth who is bourgeoisie, well-
educated, affluent, and mannerly. He experiences a complete transformation to close the gap between himself
and Ruth, the person whom he is in love with. Martin’s intense feelings for Ruth, his ignorance due to his lack
of education and his lack of good manners scares him when he compares himself to Ruth and he educates
himself with extraordinary effort. His love motivates him and he makes the necessary effort to make up the
class difference between the two. With the power of love, he reads and writes nonstop; He decides to become
a famous writer. The stubbornness he showed in the process of becoming a famous writer and making a living
with his writings is an example of complete determination, and his achievements thanks to this determination
and diligence are a success story. Even though no one believes him, he believes himself, takes firm steps
forward and hardships do not discourage him; eventually, he reaches his goal. He does not forget those who

were kind to him in this difficult process, and he showed them the reward for their kindness many times.

The novel is Martin Eden's self-realization story. Martin Eden is aware of his power and what he is capable of.
Even though no one believes and supports him, he is focused on his purpose, he uses his full potential, he

endures uncertainties and negativities, develops his mind by constantly reading and writing, as a result of this
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mental development, he is able to accept people as they are and reaches his goals after a difficult and
exhausting process. The novel may inspire readers to improve themselves. This novel is an example of “If you

want it, you can do it.”

Some values are extensively discussed in Martin Eden. These values are core human values such as love, the
will to learn, determination, diligence, success, kindness, and fidelity. These values are merged in the whole
novel through Martin Eden’s mannerisms, behaviors, and his world view. Societies can use literary works as a
tool to convey their national culture and national values to their members. Readings of literary works have an
important place in teaching values. National and universal values can also be thought through these readings.
In this respect, classical literary works such as Jack London's novel Martin Eden, which are common products of

world culture, can be effective in teaching basic human values to individuals.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Studies on examining classical literary works in terms of values will contribute to the field.
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JACK LONDON’IN MARTIN EDEN ROMANINDA DEGERLER

0z

Degerler, iyi ile kétinin, dogru ile yanlisin, yapilmasi gerekenle kacginilmasi gerekenin farkina
varilmasi hususunda bireye yardimci olan, bireyin kendisiyle ve toplumla barisik yasamasini
saglayan kabullerdir. Toplumlar, egitim yoluyla kilturlerini, inanglarini, degerlerini toplumun her
ferdine aktarirlar. Gelecek nesillerinin refahi icin bu birikimi bir taraftan da gelecek nesillere
aktarmanin gabasi icinde olurlar. Klasiklesmis eserler hem degerlerin kazandirilmasinda hem de
gelecek nesillere aktarilmasinda kullanilabilir. Deger edindirme siirecinde ebeveynler,
O0gretmenler, serbest okuma etkinligi olarak gocuklara, geng bireylere belirli kitaplari okumalarini
tavsiye ederek, edebiyatin hazzi icerisinde degerlerin Ggrenilmesine, edinilmesine,
pekistiriimesine imkan saglayabilmektedirler. Bu calismanin amaci Jack London’in Martin Eden
romanindaki degerleri tespit etmek ve bu degerlerin nasil islendigini ortaya koymaktir. Calismada
nitel arastirma yontemlerinden, dokiiman inceleme teknigi kullaniimig, elde edilen veriler igerik
analizi ile yorumlanmigtir. Edebiyat, ferdin duygu ve diisiince diinyasina niifuz ederek hayatini
olumlu yonde sekillendiren, ona estetik hazzi 6greten, yasamin ayrintilarini gésteren ¢ok yonli bir
sanattir. Edebiyatin bu ¢ok yonli etkisinden faydalanmak igin ¢ocuklara, genglere deger edinme
sirecinde belli basli eserler tavsiye edilebilmektedir. Degerler egitiminde deger ihtiva eden
metinlerin okutulmasi yoluyla deger kazandirma énemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Edebi eserlerin hem
estetik zevkinden hem de icerdigi ulusal ve evrensel degerlerden yararlanmak mumkanddr. Jack
London’in kendi hayatindan izler tasiyan Martin Eden romaninda, sevgi, 6grenme istegi, azim,
caliskanlik, basari, iyilik ve vefa gibi temel insani degerler ana karakter Martin Eden’in hayata
bakisi, davraniglari ve iligkileri Gzerinden roman kurgusuna yedirilmistir. Dinya kilturiiniin ortak
eserleri olan klasik edebiyat eserleri ile evrensel degerlerin okuyucuya aktarimi yapilabilir. Martin
Eden romani adeta bir kendini gerceklestirme hikayesidir. insan isterse neler yapabilire bir
ornektir. Roman, okuyucusunu motive edip ona iyi, ¢caliskan ve basarili insan olma konusunda
ilham verebilir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Jack London, Martin Eden, degerler, deger egitimi.
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GiRiS

Sosyal bir varlik olan insan, yasadigl toplumun bir pargasi olarak bir yandan mensup oldugu toplumu
sekillendirirken diger yandan da ondan etkilenerek kendi davraniglarina yén verir. Toplumlarin sahip oldugu
inanglar, kabuller, gelenek gérenek ve degerler insanlarin sosyal hayatta tavirlarini, tercihlerini, beklentilerini

belirleyen 6nemli etkenlerdir. Sosyal bilimler alaninda ilk defa Znaniecki tarafindan kullanilan “deger”,

Latince’de “kiymetli olmak”, “gli¢li olmak” anlamlarina gelen “valere” kdkiinden turetilmistir (Bilgin, 1995).

Welton ve Mallan (1999, s. 130’dan akt. Gliven, 2014, s. 16), degeri “Davranisin, gizelligin, etkililigin ya da
kiymetin standartlari olarak hizmet eden dislinceler.” seklinde tanimlamistir. Baska bir tanimda ise deger,
“olgu bilincinden sonra ortaya ¢ikan ve olguya, belli duygulari, arzular, ilgileri, amaglar, ihtiya¢ ve eylemleri
olan 6zneyle iliskisi iginde, belli nitelikler yiklemeyle belirlenen tavir; 6znenin olana, olguya yukledigi nitelik”

seklinde tanimlanmaktadir (Cevizci, 2002, s. 48).

Degerler, bireylerin davraniglarinin temelinde yer alarak, kisinin tercihlerinde énemli bir rol oynar. Degerler,
bireyin ihtiyaclari ile toplumun ihtiyaglarini uzlastirarak, bireye yapmasi gereken eylemlerle kaginmasi gereken
eylemler konusunda rehberlik eder. Degerler, insana yasamin amaci, hangi tutum ve davranislari sergileyecegi,
toplum igindeki dnceliklerini belirleme konusunda da 151k tutarlar. Kisaca degerler, bireylerin topluma uyumunu
kolaylastirmak icin nasil davranmasi gerektikleri konusunda onlara yol gosteren, sosyal yasami diizenleyen

kabuller batuntdur.

Kagan (2001), degerler egitimini, “6grencilerin sefkat, isbirligi, saygi, sorumluluk, diristlik, estetik, dogruluk ve
erdemlilik gibi iyi karakterin gelisimi icin evrensel degerlerin okullarda sistematik olarak gelistiriimesine yonelik
cabalardir” seklinde tarif etmistir. Lickona ise; karakter egitimini “bireyler ve toplumu gelistirmek icin temel

degerlere dayali kasith ¢abalardir” seklinde ifade etmistir (Lickona, 2004’ten akt. Pala, 2020).

Bir toplum sahip oldugu kultird, sanati, bilgiyi, gorgly, beceriyi, inanci ve degeri sonraki kusaklarina egitimle
aktarabilir. Egitim, kisinin davranis érintilerini degistirme siirecidir. Sokrates’e gore egitimin amaci toplumda
acik fikirli, dogmatik ve 6n yargili olmayan, erdemli, evrensel degerlerin ve dogrularin olduguna inanan bireyler
yetistirmektir. Platon da egitimin amacinin iyi ve dogru vatandas yetistirerek adaletli bir topluma ve devlete

ulasmak oldugunu séyler (Ulusoy ve Dilmag, 2020, s. 2).

Toplumun kiltlriintn, gelecek nesillere aktariimasi o toplumun egitimden beklentisidir. Toplumlar gelecek
nesillerin isini kolaylastirmak icin tecriibeye, ulasilan bilgi ve gérgliye dayali bu kiltirel birikimi gelecek nesillere
aktarmak isterler. Bu aktarim egitim tarafindan gergeklestirilmektedir. Bu kiiltiirel aktarimda buyuk o6lglide

degerler de yer alir (Bacanli, 2017, s. 76).

Degerler egitimi, “temel insani degerleri ve toplumun ortak degerlerini 6grencilere kazandirmak ve toplumun
tamami tarafindan paylasilmayan farkh kisisel ve toplumsal degerlere yonelik farkindalik kazandirmak amaciyla

gerceklestirilen egitimsel faaliyetler” seklinde tanimlanabilir (Halstead, 2018’den akt. Eksi ve Katilmis, 2020, s.
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19). Degerler egitiminin amaci, okul kalttriiniin ve egitim programlarinin her asamasinda 6grencileri akademik,

sosyal, daha sorumlu, etik degerlere bagli, kendi kendini disipline edebilen bireyler yetistirmektir.

Deger egitimi sirasinda 6gretmenlerin, 6grencilerine ulusal ya da evrensel degerleri zorla benimsetme gibi bir
tavir sergilemek yerine 6grencileri kendi deger tercihlerini yapmalari konusunda tesvik etmeleri, gesitli etkinlik,
drama, oyun, canlandirma ya da metinlerden faydalanarak onlara yol géstermeleri gerekmektedir (Unveren ve
Glndulz, 2020). Deger edindirme slrecinde 6gretmenler serbest okuma etkinligi olarak 6grencilerine belirli
kitaplari okumalarini tavsiye ederek, edebiyatin hazzi icerisinde degerlerin 6grenilmesine, edinilmesine,

pekistirilmesine imkan saglayabilmektedirler.

Bireylerin mutlulugu ve toplumsal hayatin strdirilebilirligi o toplumdaki bireylerin degerlere sahip olma dizeyi
ile dogrudan ilgilidir. Bu nedenle toplumsal yasamin devaminin saglanmasina katki saglayacak mutlu bireylerin
yetistirilmesi ailelerin, okullarin sorumluluk alani igine girmektedir (Eksi, 2003). Toplum iginde iyiligi yaymak,
iyiligin sagladigi konfor ve huzur ortami sayesinde de toplumdaki bireyleri mutlu etmek mimkiindir. Noddigs’e
(2003) gore makul ve toplumsal bir yasamin olusabilmesi mutlu insanlarin varligina baghdir. Mutlu insanlar
nezaket, sevgi, paylasma, yardimlasma gibi degerleri daha kolay davranisa donistirirler. Mutlu insanlar,
siddete basvurmazlar, baskalarina zarar vermezler. Toplumda énemli bazi kilit degerleri -iyilik, sevgi, vicdan gibi-
etkin hale getirerek toplum refahinin saglanabilir olmasi degerler egitiminin dnemini ortaya koymaktadir.
Degerler egitimi kisilerin yasadiklari hayattan memnun kalmalari, daha bilingli ve karakterli bir hayat stirmeleri,
toplumun ortak cikarlarina katki sunarak toplumun devamliligini saglamalari amaciyla verilmektedir (Akbas,

2004).

Okumak sadece yazidaki anlami kesfetme, bilgiyi zihinde yapilandirma degildir. Okumak bir anlamda yazidaki
anlami genisletmek ona katki saglamaktir. Birey, okuma esnasinda sahip oldugu 6n bilgilerle yazidan gikardig
anlami birlestirerek yeni anlamlar olusturur. Bu, okuyucunun metni anlamasinin 6tesinde metindeki bilginin
degerini ve oOnemini olgcmesi, yorumlamasi, yeni anlamlar olusturarak metni genisletmesi, yeni bilgiler
Uretmesidir. Okuma esnasinda birey, sorular sorarak ve bunlari arastirarak kendini ve dlinyayi sorgular; kendi
disiince yapisiyla metindeki distlinceleri karsilastirir, kendi bilgisini de yazidaki bilgiyi de sorgular. Okuyucu bu
yolla distince, duygu ve hayal diinyasini gelistirme, zihinsel, duygusal, sosyal ve dil becerilerini Ust dlizeye
¢ikarma imkani bulur (Ulusoy, 2016). Okurken metinde yer alan degerlerin farkina varilmasi, sorgulanmasi,
metindeki karakterlerle empati kurularak degerlerin igsellestiriimesi de miimkin olabilmektedir. Bu agidan

degerler egitiminde deger ihtiva eden metinlerin okutulmasi énemli bir yere sahiptir.

Temel insani degerler yahut evrensel degerler; toplumdan topluma degismeyen, insani insan yapan, insan
olmayi en (st erdem sayan degerlerdir. Bu degerler biyolojik bir varlik olan insani, diger canhlardan Gstiin hale
getiren sevgi, saygl, toplumsallik gibi degerledir. Gliniimizde 6zgirlik, esitlik, kardeslik, adalet, sevgi, saygi,
hosgori, dostluk ve dayanisma insana 6zgl ve bitin insanlar igin ortak sayilabilecek yikselen degerler olarak
karsimiza ¢itkmaktadir. insan olmak bu degerleri igsellestirmeyi ve davranis olarak géstermeyi gerektirir. Temel

insani degerler, bir milletin ferdi olmaktan 6nce insan olmayi 6n plana ¢ikaran degerlerdir (lzgar vd., 2018).
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Degerler topluma ve ¢aglara gore degisebildigi gibi tim ¢ag ve toplumlarda her zaman kabul edilen ortak insani
degerler de vardir. Sevgi degeri temel insani degerlerin basinda gelmektedir. Sevgi ve onun alt degerleri olan
empati ve hosgorii insanlarin baris icinde bir arada yasamalarina imkan saglayacak olan degerlerdir. Bu
bakimdan sinirlarin ortadan kalktigi, gelisen iletisim teknolojileri ile toplumlarin birbirine daha yakin oldugu,
ortak bir diinya kiiltiirinden bahsedilen glinimuzde temel insani degerlerin en basta 6gretilmesi daha da 6nem

kazanmaktadir.
Jack London

Jack London, 12 Ocak 1876’da San Francisco, California’da dogmustur. Gergek ismi John Griffith Chaney’dir. Bes
yasinda kendi kendine okumayi yazmayi 6grenir. Kiiglik yasta hayata atilir, heniiz sekiz yasinda iken bir ciftlikte
isci olarak gahsir. On dort yasinda yoksulluktan kagmak ve macera kazanmak igin okulu birakan London,
trenlerde ¢alismis, istiridye avlamis, kdmur isinde ¢alismis, Pasifik’te yolcululuk yapan gemilerde tayfa olarak
gorev almistir. Bos zamanlarini da kitlUphanelerde gegirmis, romanlar ve 6zellikle seyahat kitaplarini ilgiyle
okumustur. Tipki yarattigi Martin Eden karakteri gibi tam bir kitap kurdudur. On bes bin kitaba sahip oldugu

soylenmektedir.

London, halk kittiphanelerinde Charles Darwin, Karl Marx, Herbert Spencer ve Friedrich Nietzsche'nin genellikle
popiler formlarda yazilariyla kendini egitmis, onlarin eserlerinden hareketle kendi fikir diinyasini olusturmaya
¢alismistir. Alman filozofu Friedrich Nietzsche'nin “Ustlin insan” modeli yazar igin gelisim slirecinin dorugudur.
On dokuz yasinda dért yillik bir lise egitimini bir yila sikistirmis ve Berkeley'deki California Universitesi'ne
girmistir. Ancak bir yil sonra altin aramak icin okulu birakir. Ertesi yil dondugiinde, hala fakir ve issizdir; tipki
Martin Eden karakteri gibi yazar olarak gecimini saglamaya karar verir. Yazarlik yetenegi ona séhret ve bol para
kazandirir. Jack London, yazarak milyoner olan ilk Amerikali yazardir. Martin Eden romani bir nevi yazarin kendi

hayat hikayesidir.

Jack London, dergilerde yayinlanan yazilari okur ve ardindan kendine soneler, baladlar, sakalar, anekdotlar,
macera hikayeleri veya korku hikayeleri tiretmek icin glinlik bir program belirler ve yazilarini istikrarli bir sekilde

artirir. Sahip oldugu iyimserlik ve yazma konusundaki enerjisi Martin Eden'de birebir gorilmektedir.

Hayatinin geri kalani boyunca, siirekli olarak yazar ve yayinlar. On yedi yilda elli civarinda kitap tamamlamistir.
O donemde Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nde yazilariyla en ¢ok kazanan yazar olmasina ragmen, kazanci higbir
zaman harcamalarini karsilamaz ve para igin siirekli yazmak zorunda kalir. 1894'te militan bir sosyalist olur,

sosyalist inanclarini neredeyse hayatinin sonuna kadar sirdrr.

London, yazarlig haricinde gazetecilik faaliyetlerinde de bulunmustur. Ayrica konusmalariyla biyik kitleleri

etkileyebilecek bir sosyalisttir. Renkli ve miinakasaci kisilige sahip olan London, sik sik haberlere konu edilmistir.

Martin Eden gibi kendisi de akrabalarina mali olarak yardim eden comert biridir. Dostlarina ve akrabalarina

yardim etme arzusundan kaynaklanan maddi yukimlaliklerinin baskisi ve artan saglk sorunlari onun daha
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buyuk hayaller kurmasina, daha hizli ve daha gli¢lii galismasina neden olmugtur. 22 Kasim 1916 tarihinde heniiz
kirk yasindayken sindirim sistemi Gremik zehirlenmesi nedeniyle élmustir (biyografi info, t.y.; Piskin, 2019;

Yildirim, 2017).

Arastirmanin Amaci

Bu arastirmanin amaci Jack London’un Martin Eden adli romanindaki degerleri tespit etmek ve bu degerlerin

nasil islendigini ortaya koymaktir.

Edebiyat, ferdin duygu ve dislince diinyasina nifuz ederek hayatini olumlu yonde sekillendiren, ona estetik
hazzi 6greten, yasamin ayrintilarini gosteren ¢ok yonli bir sanattir. Edebiyatin bu ¢ok yonli etkisinden
faydalanmak icin ¢ocuklara, genclere deger edinme siirecinde belli basl eserler tavsiye edilebilmektedir (Cam
Tirkan, 2018). Degerler egitiminde deger ihtiva eden metinlerin okutulmasi yoluyla deger edinimi énemli bir
yer tutmaktadir. Edebi eserlerin hem estetik zevkinden hem de igerdigi ulusal ve evrensel degerlerden
yararlanmak mimkindir. Jack London, Martin Eden romaninda ruha derinden tesir eden bir karakterin hayat
hikayesini anlatirken yarattigi karakter Gzerinden sevgi, 6grenme istedigi, azim, caliskanlik, basari, vefa gibi pek
¢ok degeri de eserine yedirmeyi bagsarmistir. Okuyucu Martin Eden karakterinin basindan gegenleri okurken bu

degerlerin de farkinda olacaktir.

Bu nedenle arastirmanin problem ciimlesi su sekilde belirlenmistir:

1. Jack London’un Martin Eden romaninda yer alan degerler hangileridir, bu degerler nasil islenmistir?

Diinya edebiyatinin ¢ok 6nemli eserlerinden olan Martin Eden romanindaki degerler Gizerine yapilmis herhangi

bir calisma yoktur. Bu agidan ¢alismamiz bu alandaki eksikligi gidermeyi niyet edinmistir.

YONTEM

Arastirma Modeli

Bu calisma nitel arastirma yontemlerinden tarama modelinde bir ¢alismadir. Nitel arastirma sayisal olmayan
verilerin anlamlandirildigi bir gézlem yontemidir. Karasar’a (2010, s. 77) gore tarama modelleri, ge¢cmiste ya da
halen var olan bir durumu var oldugu sekilde betimlemeyi amaglayan arastirma yaklasimlaridir. Arastirmaya

konu olan insan ya da nesne, kendi sartlari igcinde nasil varhigini siirdiirlirse o sekilde tanimlanmaya calisilr.

Verilerin Toplanmasi

Bu calismada verilerin elde edilmesinde dokiiman incelemesi yontemi kullanilmistir. Arastirma kapsaminda
incelenen konuyla ilgili olgu ve olaylar hakkinda bilgi iceren yazili belgelerin analiz edilmesiyle veri saglanmasina
dokiiman incelemesi (Karatas, 2015), ya da belgesel tarama denilmektedir. Belgesel tarama belli bir amaca

doniik olarak kaynaklari bulma, okuma, not alma ve degerlendirme islemlerini kapsar (Karasar, 2010, s. 77).
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Verilerin Analizi

Dokiiman incelemesi yoluyla elde edilen verilerin analizinde icerik analizi kullaniimistir. igerik analizi sosyal
bilimler alaninda galisan arastirmacilara arsivlerden, belgelerden, gazetelerden, sinema, dizi gibi gesitli gorsel
dokiimanlardan, gesitli kitle iletisim araglarindan elde edilen verilerin anlamlandirilmasi maksadiyla sistemli bir
bicimde incelenmesidir. icerik analizinin amaci, toplanan verileri aciklayabilecek kavramlar ile iliskilere
ulasmaktir (Yildirnm ve Simsek, 2011, s. 227). Jack London’un Tiirk¢e'ye cevirisi Erhun Yilcesoy tarafindan
yapilan Martin Eden romani okunarak romandaki deger iceren ifadeler, bélimler fisleme teknigi ile
kaydedilmistir. Elde edilen veriler tasnif edilerek diizenlenmis konu basliklari olusturulmustur. Ug ay sonra ikinci
okuma yapilmis elde edilen veriler karsilastirilarak arastirmanin gecerligi ve giivenilirligi saglanmaya c¢alisiimis,

bu konuda uzman gérisine de basvurulmustur.

Arastirma kapsaminda incelenen eserin kiinyesi asagidaki gibidir:

London, J. (2019). Martin Eden (5. baski). istanbul: Can Yayinlar.

BULGULAR ve YORUMLAR

incelenen eserde, Martin Eden’in basindan gecenler anlatilirken bazi degerlerin yogun olarak islendigi
gorulmugstir. Bu degerler sevgi, 6grenme istegi, azim, caliskanlk, basari, iyilik ve vefa gibi temel insani

degerlerdir. Romanda tespit edilen degerler kurguya olan etkisine gore siralanmistir.

Sevgi

Sevgi, insani karsilik beklemeden yakin ilgi, dostluk, sefkat, baghlik gostermeye yonelten, 6zveri gésterebilecek
kadar gli¢li olabilen duygunun adidir. Romanda sevgi, bir kisiye karsi duyulan derin sevgi degisimin ve gelisimin

esas sebebidir.

Martin Eden, Arthur’u serserilerin elinden kurtarir ve bu sayede Arthur’un kiz kardesi, hayatinin agki Ruth’la
tanigir. Tim yasami boyunca askin yoklugunu hisseden, aska a¢ yasayan, aski kuvvetle arzulayan Martin,

Ruth’tan ¢ok etkilenir. Evine dogru yirirken kendini islatan yagmurun bile farkinda olmaz (s. 25).

Sevginin glcund, askin kisiyi nasil kisa slrede degistirebilecegini romanda goérmek mimkindir. Hem
basarilariyla, hem giyim kusam ve kisisel hijyeniyle Ruth’un goéziine girmeye calisacaktir. “Dis yikamadan

boynuna takacagi aksesuvarlara kadar her konuda kisisel bir diizenlemeye gidip kendini islah etmeliydi.” (s. 51).

Martin, bulundugu konumdan rahatsizdir. is¢i sinifina mensup biri olmanin agir yiikii altinda bunalip
ezilmektedir. Ruth’la tanisana kadar hayatini kabullenen, mutlu mesut yasayan bir insandir (s. 59). Ama artik
degisimin zamani gelmistir. Kendisiyle blyik bir ciddiyetle konusur: “Martin Eden, yarin ilk is bir halk

kitiphanesine gidip gorgl kurallariyla ilgili kitaplar okuyacaksin.” (s. 54).
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Ruth, onu ask atesiyle yakmis, Ustiin ve edebi bir yagami bir an icin gérmesini saglamistir. Okudugu kitaplar
sayesinde beynini kemiren arzu kurtguklari harekete ge¢mis, edindigi kisisel temizlik aliskanliklari sayesinde
mutlu ve enerjik hissetmis, derin sarhosluklar yasamistir (s. 65). Hayatinda ilk defa yemek yemenin karin

doyurmaktan 6te bir islevi oldugunu fark etmistir (s. 27).

Egitimli, basanli ve varlkh insanlarla ilgili, burjuva sinifi ile ilgili hayalleri vardir. Ruth’a, “Sizin bu evde
soludugunuz gibi bir havayi solumak, kitaplarla, resimlerle ve giizel seylerle dolu, kendileri temiz, diisinceleri

temiz, algak sesle konusan insanlarin yasadigi ortamlarin havasini icime ¢ekmek istiyorum.” (s. 81) der.

Ruth’un aski onun bulundugu konumdan rahatsiz olmasina neden olmus, Martin bu durumdan ancak ¢ok
okuyarak, cok calisarak ve cok basarili olarak kurtulabilecegini anlamistir. Yazma, (nla bir yazar olma fikri

ulasilmaz olarak gordigl Ruth’u etkilemek adina ortaya ¢ikmis bir fikirdir.

“Sonra ihtisam igerisinde o biyik fikir dogdu. Yazacakti. Dinyanin gordigi gézlerden, isittigi kulaklardan ve
hissettigi ylreklerden biri olacakti. Siir ve diiz yazi, roman ve betimleme ve Shakespeare’in yazdigi gibi oyunlar,
kisaca her seyi yazacakti. Oniinde bir meslek yasami ve Ruth’un kalbini kazanmaya giden yol uzaniyordu.” (s.

100) Siiri sever, Ruth’la tanistiktan sonra ask siirleri ugsuz bucaksiz éniinde siralanir (s. 78).

Martin, ¢ok okur, ¢ok yazar, kilik kiyafeti de artik degismistir. Ruth onu ¢ok etkiler. Ruth kullaniyor diye bisiklet
alip kullanmaya karar verir. Martin, bu sevgi sayesinde kendi kendini egitir, dil bilgisinden, geometriye ¢ok
cesitli alanlarda bolca okumalar yapar. Bir yandan okurken bir yandan da yazarak (inli bir yazar olma hayalleri
kurar. Yazilarini dergilere gonderir. Yazilari, uzunca bir miiddet kendisine iade edilir. Martin vazgegmez,
yazmaya, yazilarini yayimlanmasi igin yayincilara géndermeye inatla devam eder. Kararliligi ve kendine olan
inanci sayesinde Uinli bir yazar olmayi basarir. is¢i sinifindan bir gencin, burjuva sinifina yiikselmesi, gecirdigi
blylk degisim aski sayesinde olmustur. Ruth’a “Senin i¢in diinyadaki her seyin en iyisini istiyorum ve bunlari

elde edecegim, hepsini elde edecegim.” (s. 233) der.

Onun asil istedigi sohret degil ¢ok sevdigi Ruth’a kavusmaktir. Ruth’a, “Uzun bir zaman 6nce Unli olmak
istiyordum. Sohret artik pek umurumda degil. Benim istedigim sensin; ben sana yiyecekten, giyecekten ya da
taninmighktan daha ¢ok agim. Basimi gogsiine yaslayip sonsuza dek uyumanin hayalini kuruyorum ve bu riiya

bir yil dolmadan gergeklesecek.” (s. 328) der.

Martin, hayati, insanlari, yasamayi seven bir insandir. idealisttir. Hayalini gerceklestirmek icin gece giindiiz
cahsir. “Martin kendi kiicik odasinda yasiyor, uyuyor, calisiyor, yaziyor ve odasini ¢ekip ceviriyordu. Evin
onlindeki kiiglik verandaya bakan pencerelerden birinin 6nlinde, yazi masasi, kitliphane ve daktilo sehpasi
olarak is goren mutfak masasi vardi.” (s. 236). Vicudu yorgunluktan, uykusuzluktan bitap duser. Yine de
mutludur, Ruth’u ¢ok sevmektedir. Cok Unli bir yazar oldugunda, ¢ok para kazandiginda kendisinin sevgisinin
gercek ama Ruth’un sevgisinin dyle olmadigini gorir. Aski sorgular. Ruth, Martin’in basarili bir yazar olacagina

inanmamus, ailesinin de baskisiyla Martin’e bir mektup yazarak bir daha goriismek istemedigini bildirmistir.

2243



I.I OE E C (International Journal of Eurasian Education and Culture) Vol: 6, Issue: 14 2021

Martin, ¢ok Unll bir yazar olduktan sonra Martin’le konugsmaya gelen Ruth, ondan kendisini affetmesini ister.
Ancak Martin, “Beni kimselerin istemedigi zaman kisilik olarak ne olglide bir degere sahipsem simdi de ayni
degerde bir insanim.” der ve neyin degistigini sorgular. Kafasinda Ruth’la olan iliskisi bitmistir (s. 470). Martin’e
yasama sevinci veren nedenlerden biri, ulasilmaz olarak gordigi Ruth’un askidir. Bu agkin bitmesi, ¢ok sevdigi
arkadasi sair Brissenden’in 6lmesi, eskiden onu yok sayan insanlarin séhreti elde ettikten sonraki degisimleri,
kafasinda ¢ok buylttiga burjuvanin oyle olmadigini gérmesi Martin’deki hayat sevgisinin ginden giine

azalmasina neden olarak onu 6liime gotirdr.
Ogrenme istegi

Ogrenme arzusu kisiyi daima arastirmaya, okumaya ve 6grenmeye sevk eden bir arzudur ve insani gelistiren,
bulundugu konumdan daha yukarilara tastyan bir duygudur. Martin Eden karakterinin yasadigi blyik degisimin,
sinif atlamanin nedeni okuyarak kendini egitmesi, gelistirmesidir. “Kitaplar sanki dort bir yandan {izerine gelip
onu bastiriyor ve eziyorlardi. insanoglunun bilgi birikiminin bu kadar muazzam bir kaynagi olabilecegini asla

disinmemisti.” (s. 60).

Ruth’a duydugu askin tesiriyle Martin, kendini okumaya verir. Kitliphaneden daha ¢ok kitap alabilmek igin,
ablasi ve kardesleri igcin de dyelik karti doldurur. Sevkle okumaya baslar. “Okudugu bircok kitap
huzursuzlugunun daha da artmasina neden oldu. Her kitabin her sayfasi gerceklik diyarina agilan bir gozetleme
deligiydi. Acligi okuduklariyla beslenip daha da artiyordu.” (s. 63). Boylelikle daha ¢ok okumaya baslar. Paraya
kiyip bir de sozliik alir. (s. 66). Ruth’la ilk tanistigi aksamin tizerinden gegen bir hafta boyunca kendini okumaya

verir. (s. 72). Okumaya ayirdigi saatler saglikl bir gozii bozacak kadar uzundur. (s. 73).

Yaptig okumalar, ona eksik yonlerini gosterir. Bu eksikleri kapatmak icin de okuyacaktir. “Yillarca 6n hazirlik ve
uzmanlasma gerektiren kitaplari okumaya kalkisiyordu. Bir glin antik felsefe bir baska gilin ise en ¢agdas felsefe
eserlerini okuyor, fikirlerin arasindaki ¢atisma ve celiskiler basini bir anafor gibi fildir fildir déndirtyordu.
Ekonomistler icin de ayni sey s6z konusuydu. Kiitiphanedeki bir rafta Karl Marx, Ricardo, Adam Smith ve Mill
gibi disindrlerin kitaplarini bulup incelemisti ve bir kitapta okudugu caprasik formiillerle derin distinceler, bir
baska kitaptaki fikirlerin kéhne oldugunu gosteren higbir ipucu vermiyordu. Serseme dénmusti ama yine de
o6grenmek istiyordu.” (s. 73). “Beyni aciz kaldigindan degil ama egitim yetersizliginden ve disiince sistematigine

sahip olmadigindan kitaplardaki fikirleri anlamlandiramiyordu. “(s. 75).

Bir ara galistigl geminin kaptani bir yerlerden her nasilsa koca bir Shakespeare kiilliyati ele gegirmistir. Martin,
kaptanin gamagsirlarini yikama karsiliginda bu killiyati okuma izni elde eder. Okuduklari kulagini egitir ve

asillerin konustuklari ingilizce’den zevk almaya baslar. (s. 100).

Okumak gittikge blyilik bir sélene donisiir; “en kisa zamanda eve varip kitaplarina kavusmak igin karanlik

sokaklarda yildirim hiziyla ilerliyordu. En zoru da cebir ya da fizik kitaplarini kapatip not defterini ve kalemini bir
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kenara koyarak yorgun gozlerini yumup uykuya dalmakt.” (s. 120). Bir middet sonra dinlenmesi, giclini

kazanmasi icin gerekli olan uykuyu bile kendine ¢ok gérmeye baslayacaktir.

“Bilmek istiyordu, diinyanin dort bir yaninda macera pesine diismesine neden olan da bu bilme arzusuydu.” (s.
136). “Yemek masasinda kiglk ve bayagi mevzularla ilgili sohbetleri duymuyor, sevk dolu zihni 6niindeki her

seyin sebep sonug iligkisinin pesine dislip arastiriyordu.” (s. 137).

Bir otelin ¢amasirhanesinde is bulur. Bu isi kabul etmesindeki en dnemli etken kimseyi rahatsiz etmeden
sabahlara kadar okuyabilecegi kendine ait bir odasinin olmasidir. “Birka¢ ay bu iste galisir ve kitap okuyup
arastirma yapmak igin kendine zaman ayirirdi. Hem siki galisir hem de bol bol kitap okurdu.” (s. 176). Martin,
cok kitap okur. Ne kadar da ¢ok okusa ona yeterli gelmez. Cok mu kitap okuyorsun diye soran arkadasi Joe’ya,

hayir anlaminda basini sallar. (s. 182).

Tartismalardan c¢ok keyif alir, bu sayede yeni seyler 6grenmektedir. Tartismalarin sonunda, “Daha fazla
okumam gerektigini anladim.” der (s. 381). Ruth’a, “siradan bir insanin Universitede bir yilda 6grendiginden

fazlasini ben her ay 6greniyorum. inan bana bu dogru.” (s. 328) der.

Martin ¢ok okumasi neticesinde diisiince diinyasinin, bakis agisinin degistigini, hatta is¢i sinifinin hayata
bakisindan giderek uzaklastigini fark eder. “Martin bu adamla arasinda buyik bir ugurum oldugunun
farkindaydi, okudugu kitaplarin actigi bir ucurum; fakat ugurumun 6te yanina gecmekte hi¢ gicliik cekmedi.
Tim yasami boyunca is¢i sinifinin diinyasinda yasamisti, iscilerle samimiyet kurmak onun igin kdklesmis bir

aliskanliktl.” (s. 177).

Azim

Azim, Misalli Bayik Tarkge Sozlik’'te “Bir isi yapmaya kesin karar verme, bir seyi yapmak hustsunda buyuk bir
kararlilikla gayret gosterme” seklinde tanimlanmistir. Martin Eden romani finalinde, basarinin mutluluk
getirmedigi bir roman olmakla birlikte azmin, sabirla ve siki calismanin kisiye basariyi garanti edecegini gdsteren
bir romandir. Martin, asktan da fikri olarak ulastigi sosyal ¢evreden de derin hayal kirikliklari yasar ve onu

mutsuz eden budur. Sadece basariya giden yogun calisma déneminde Martin mutludur.

Martin, asik oldugu Ruth’la aralarinda sinif, egitim farki gibi derin ugurumlar olmasina ragmen, onu ilk gérdugi
andan itibaren gonliinl kazanmaya azmetmis, okudugu kitaplari anlamakta zorlansa da vazge¢meyip okumaya
devam etmis, yazarlik hayalini gerceklestirmek icin dergilere gonderdigi yazilar kendisine iade edilse de pes
etmemis, azmi sayesinde hem kendini egitmis, hem Ruth’un gonliini kazanmis hem de Unld bir yazar olmustur.

Roman, Martin Eden’in azimli hayatinin hikayesidir.

Yazma seriiveninin besinci haftasinin sonunda gazeteler Martin’in yazilarini iade ederler. (s. 121). Yazilarini bu
kez dogudaki dergilere gonderir. Onlardan da ret yazisi gelir. El yazisinin okunamadigi icin geri génderildigini

disindr ve bir daktilo kiralar. Bir giin boyunca emek verip kullanmayi 6grenir. Yazilarini daktilo ile yeniden
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yazar ve yine gonderir. Daktilo ile yazilmis olanlar da iade edilince sasirir ama vazge¢mez, bagka editorlere
gonderir. (s. 212). Ruth’a, “sana s6z veriyorum ki basarili olacagim. Belli bir mesafe kat ettim, bunu biliyorum;

kat edecek daha ¢ok yolum var ama emeklemek zorunda kalsam bile bu mesafeyi kat edecegim.” (s. 162) der.

Peynir Surat, kavgadaki ilk rakibidir. Rakibi on li¢ Martin on bir yasindadir. Gazete dagiticiligi yaptig yillarda
gazeteleri kendinden 6nce almak isteyen Peynir Surat’la pek ¢ok kez doviismuis, her seferinde dayak yemis,
buna ragmen kavgadan kaginmamistir. Peynir Surat ona acimamis, Martin de direnmistir. Bir seferinde Peynir
Surat kavgaya son vermeleri teklifinde bulunmussa da Martin kabul etmez. En sonunda kendisine, her seferinde
satasan, dayak atan Peynir Surat’t tamamiyla alt eder: “Seni yendim Peynir Surat! On bir yilimi aldi ama
sonunda seni yendim!” (s. 172) diyerek kendine olan inanci ve kararliligi sayesinde kendini ezdirmemenin
gururunu yasar. Bu basarisi ona gli¢ verir; “Peynir Surat’in hakkindan geldin ve degil on bir, otuz ¢ yilini alacak
olsa da o editorlerin de hakkindan geleceksin. Bu noktada pes edemezsin. Devam etmelisin. Sonuna kadar

micadele edeceksin, biliyorsun.” (s. 173) der.

Yazarak hayatini kazanmak konusunda kararlidir; “Benden 6nceki yazarlarin yaptigini yapmak istiyorum-yazmak
ve hayatimi yazarlktan kazanmak istiyorum.” (s. 329) der. Dergilere gonderdigi yazilar birbiri ardinca iade edilir.
Bunlari yeniden gonderecek pulu kalmamistir. Daktilosunun kirasi da bir ay gecikmis, elinde ¢ok az parasi
kalmistir. Daha ne gliclikler yasayacak ancak Martin Eden pes etmeyecek, yazilarini yayinlatma, tnlQ bir yazar

olma hayalinden vazgegmeyecektir (s. 163).

Cahiskanlhik

Calismayi ¢ok sevme, isten kagmama, ¢ok calismayi aliskanlik haline getirme c¢aliskanlik olarak adlandirilir.
Romanda Martin Eden, caliskanligl ve azmi sayesinde hayallerine kavusmustur. Kendi glicinin farkinda olan
Martin Eden, “Calisip elimden geleni yapmaya hazirim ve is siki calismaya gelince ¢gogu adami perisan ederim.
Bir basladim mi gece glinduz calisirm.” (s. 82) diyerek, 6nce konusmasindaki bozukluklari duzeltmek igin
dilbilgisi kitabinin Gzerinden art arda geger, eline s6zIGgu alip dagarcigina glinde yirmi kelime ekler. Gemide
diimen tutarken ya da gozclliuk yaparken telaffuz ve tanim listelerinin tizerinden geger, uyuyana kadar da ezber

yapar. Gemide kaldigi sekiz ay boyunca hem para kazanir hem de bol bol ders galisir ve kitap okur (s. 99).

“Glnde yirmi dort saat vardi. Pes etmek nedir bilmeyen biriydi. Nasil gcalisacagini biliyordu ve bitiin kale
duvarlari 6nlnde yerle bir olacaktl.” (s. 101). Hava kararana kadar durmadan yazar, ardindan okuma odasina
giderek kiutliphane saat onda kapanana dek magazinleri ve haftalik dergileri inceler. Bu onun haftalik
programidir. Her glin Ug¢ bin kelime yazar ve her aksam dergi sayfalari arasinda merakla gezinerek editorlerin
yayimlanacak nitelikte buldugu hikdye, makale ve siirlerle ilgili notlar alir. Boylelikle kendi yazma tarzini

olusturur (s. 104-105).

Kirk tane yazisi dergilerin arasinda durmadan dolasir. Diger yazarlarin nasil basardigini sorgular. Serbest okuma

odasinda saatlerce, digerlerinin neler yazdiklarinin {izerinden geger, eserlerini bliylk bir merakla ve elestirel
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bakisla inceler, kendi yazdiklariyla kiyaslar ve bu yazarlarin eserlerini satmalarini saglayan o gizli puf noktasini

kesfetmeye calisir (s. 147).

Martin Eden, kendisini basariya gotlren yolda planl, disiplinli bir calisma tarzi benimsemistir. “Martin’in
tabiatinda onu biitinlige sevk eden mantiksal bir zorunluluk vardi. Oniinde de tamamlanmamis bir is vard.
Baska bir seyi tamamlamak Ulzere ertelenmis bir is. Simdi o baska sey bitmisti ve kendini oniindeki ise
adayacaktl.” (s. 410-411). Yazdiklarinin kabul edilmesi icin dergilerde yazilari yayinlanan basarili yazarlarin
eserlerini okuyarak notlar alir; anlatimlarini, ifade ustaliklarini, Gsluplarini, bakis agilarini, tezatlar, niikteli s6z
ve taslamalari ¢6zlimler. Taklit etmez sadece ilkeleri arastirir. Bu sekilde elde ettigi donanimla kendine has yeni
ve orijinal Gisluplarin pesine diiser. (s. 239). lyi yazar olmanin yollarini arastirir ve bulur; bunun icin éncelikle gok
okumak, bolca yazmak ve iyi yazilar irdelemek gerekecektir. Kendi deyimiyle “gtizelligi tahlil edip anatomisini

ogrenerek kendi guizelliklerini yaratmaya” daha da yaklasmaktadir. (s. 240).

Yorgunluk nedir bilmeden ¢alisir, hi¢ dinlenmez. (s. 124). Uykunun hayatindan galdig1 her ana garez duyar.” (s.
174). Camasirhanede ¢alistigi giinlerde geceleri bes saatlik uykuyla idare eder. Caliskanhgi karsisinda arkadasi

Joe; “Vay canina, sen ne olagandiisti bir adammigsin!” demistir (s. 178).

Martin aklini tamamen isine yogunlastirmaktadir. Zihni de elleri de adeta hi¢ durmadan faaliyet icinde olan zeki

bir makinedir ve bu makine, kendini sadece o zekdyi donatmaya adamis bir adamdan ibarettir (s. 185).

Yazilari yavas yavas yayinlanmaya basladiktan sonra, eskiden oldugu gibi, giinde on dokuz saat boyunca
¢alismak ona yetmez. Olaganisti bir azimle yazar ve okur; Ruth igin igmekten vazgectigi tiutliine duydugu

hasreti ¢alisirken unutur (s. 302).

Son hikayesinin bittigi gin, kiralayan sirket gorevlisi daktiloyu almaya gelir. Son bolimin son satirlarini
yazarken gorevli yataga oturup bekler. Martin bitirir, bliytk harflerle Finis yazar. Gergekten de bitmistir artik.
Uzerinden biiyiik bir yiik kalkmistir. Daktilonun alinip evden gétiiriiliisiinii i¢ rahatligiyla izler. Ardindan yataga

uzanir, agliktan bayilacak gibidir, otuz alti saattir hicbir sey yememistir (s. 414).

Unlii bir yazar olup yazdigi biitiin yazilarini yayimlattiktan sonra, yasadigi hayal kirikliklarinin yaninda yazmayi
da tamamen birakmasi icindeki yasama sevincinin giin be giin azalmasina neden olacaktir. Kurdugu hayallerin

etkisiyle cok calistigi glinlerde Martin ¢ok mutludur.

Basari

Basari, istenilen, hedeflenen bir isin, bir seyin Ustesinden gelmektir. Martin azimli, ¢aliskan ve hayallerinin
pesinden giden biridir. Bu da ona basari getirecektir. Kendisinden sinif olarak da egitim ve gelir durumu olarak
da Ustlin olan Ruth’a duydugu ask ilk baslarda imkansizmis gibi goriinse de zamanla Ruth’un kalbini kazanmayi
basaracaktir. Her ikisi de birbirine asiktir. Evliliklerinin 6niinde herhangi bir engel yoktur. Sinif farki haricinde (s.

223).
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Uzunca bir slire yazdiklarini yayinlatamaz. Dergilere gonderdigi yazilar bir bir iade edilir. Martin vazgegmez
yazmaya devam eder. Kisa hikayelerinden birkagi yayinlanir, ekmegini kazanir, borglarini 6der. Sonra yaratici

hazzi duyar. Daha kaliteli yazilar yazmaya baslar.

Trenyolu Postas’’nin memurluk sinavina girer. Birincilikle kazanir. Ama bu isle ilgilenmeyi birakir, yazarhk
hayallerinin pesinden kogar. Martin, kendine olan inancini higbir zaman yitirmez. Cevresinden ona inanan kimse
olmadiginda bile kendine inanmaya devam eder. Zorlu giinlerin ertesinde riizgar tersine esmeye baslamistir.
White Mouse dergisi yazisi icin kirk dolar 6demeyi teklif eder. Tam savasi kaybettigini distinirken kazanmistir.
Bir yazar olarak meslek yasamini sirdiirebilecegini kanitlar (s. 268). Dergilerden gelen paralarla borglarinin
tamamini 6der, takim elbisesini ve bisikletini rehinden kurtarir, Maria’ya olan gecikmis borcu ile birlikte bir aylik

da pesin 6der (s. 282).

Dergilerde yayinlanan yazilarindan sonra kitabi da basilir. Kitabi ¢ok ses getirir, tiglincli baskiyi yapar. Elestirel
felsefi bir denemenin roman gibi satmasi biiylik basaridir. Cok da para kazanir. “ilk kitabi en cok satanlar
listesinde basi ceken Martin, esine rastlanmamis bir basariyla haftalarca 6vgl toplamaya devam etti... Para ve

s6hret yagmur gibi yagiyordu Martin’in Gzerine;” (s. 444).

isci sinifindan Martin Eden’in arastirarak, okuyarak kendi kendini egitmesi, planh ve siirekli calisarak hayalini
kurdugu yazarhg elde etmesi, ilk goriste asik oldugu burjuva sinifindan Ruth’a kendini sevdirmesi bir basari
hikayesidir. Elde ettigi basari Martin’e mutluluk getirmese de azmin ve galiskanligin basari getirecegine dair

glicli bir 6rnektir.

iyilik, Vefa

Misalli Buyuk Tirkge Sozliik'te iyilik kavrami “Maddi bir karsilik beklemeden insani duygularla yapilan yardim,
lutuf ve ihsan” seklinde vefa kavrami ise, “Soziinde durma, verilen so6zii yerine getirme... Dostluk ve
muhabbette sebat etme, sevgide siireklilik, baghlik ve sadakat” seklinde tanimlanmistir. Vefa, yapilan iyiligi

unutmama, iyilige karsilik verebilme anlamlarina da gelmektedir.

Martin, zorlu yazma sirecinde en c¢ok iyiligi bir odasini kiraladigi Maria Silva’dan gérmustir. Martin, bazi
gunlerde higbir sey yemeden galisir. A¢ oldugu giinlerde, takim elbisesi rehinde oldugu igin Ruth’a yemege de
gidemez. Artik utandigi i¢in ablasina da gidememistir. Zor glinler gecirmektedir, yazilari sirekli reddedilir.
Saatini ve bisikletini de rehin verir (s. 243). Paltosunu, bisikletini, saatini, evdeki esyalardan bazilarini satarak
karnini doyurur. Maria Silva Martin’in a¢ oldugunu hissettigi zamanlarda onun gururunu kirmamaya dikkat

ederek firindan aldirdigi sicak bir somun ekmegi, bazen bir tencere ¢orbayi Martin’e yollar (s. 255).

Transcontinental dergisi hikayesi icin Martin’e bes dolar Ucret teklif eder. Martin, hayal kiriklhig yasar.
Yayinlanan bir yazisindan daha ¢ok kazanacagini diisiinmistir hep. Hastalanir. Maria onunla ilgilenir, alnina

soguk bezler koyar. Maria’nin islerinin biriktigi bir giin Martin de ona yardimci olur. Martin, akillidir, kolayini

2248



I.I OE E C (International Journal of Eurasian Education and Culture) Vol: 6, Issue: 14 2021

bilir. Maria’ya birikmis ttllerinde yardim eder, ona puf noktasini 6gretir, yunlileri nasil yikayacagini gosterir (s.

363).

Martin, kavga ettigi bir muhabir tarafindan, vatan haini bir sosyalist diye haber yapilir. Yasadigl ¢cevrede
Martin’e duyulan 6fke gittikce kabarir. Ev sahibi Maria kusku ve korku igindedir ancak Martin’e olan baghhigin
yitirmez. Silva kabilesi Martin’e sadik kalir. Ne var ki onun serefini korumak onu savunmak adina mahallede
blylk kavgalara tutusmak, morarmis gozlerle ve kanayan burunlarla eve donmek glindelik bir olay haline

gelmistir (s. 407).

Martin, Maria’ya neye sahip olmak istedigini sorar. Maria, ¢ocuklari igin ayakkabilar istedigini séyler. Martin
“Ayakkabilari alacaksin.” der. Daha biyik bir dilegini sorar. Ayda yedi dolar kira 6dedigi evin sahibi olmak
istedigini soyler. “Ev de senin olacak.” der (s. 256) Martin ona, hayattaki en blyiik dilegini sorar. “Bir st
ciftligim olsun isterim. Gizel bir st ¢iftligi. Bir siiri inek, kocaman bir arazi, bol bol ot. Ciftlik San Lean’in
yakinlarinda olsun; kardesim orada yasiyor. Siitli Oakland’da satarim. Cok para kazanirim.” der Maria Silva.
Martin, “Ciftlige sahip olacaksin,” diye cevap verir. Maria, asla verilmeyecegini bildigi hediyeleri kendine vaat

edenin serefine icer ve bu hediyeleri almis kadar sevinir. Martin’in iyi niyetini yirekten takdir eder (s. 257).

Martin, Maria’nin yaptig iyiliklerin farkindadir, sirasi gelince kendisi de Maria ve ailesine buyik iyilikler
yapacaktir. Yazilari yavas yavas yayinlanmakta az da olsa eline para gegmektedir. Transcontinental dergisinden
kavga dovis aldigi bes dolari belediye gorevlileri tarafindan alikoyulan ineklerinin kurtariimasi icin Maria’ya

verir. Halbuki bu parayla takim elbisesini rehinden kurtarip Ruth’a gitmeyi planlamistir (s. 359).

Martin, yayinlanan yazilarindan cebinde kalan parayla Silva ailesini toplayip Oakland’a goturir. Verdigi sozi
yerine getirmekte biraz gecikse de en nihayetinde yerine getirir, Silva ailesinin her ferdine, ayrica Maria’ya birer
¢ift ayakkabi alir. O glin Silva’larin elleri kollari oyuncak trompetler, bebekler ve baska gesitli oyuncaklar,

paketler dolusu sekerleme ve yemislerle dolup tasmistir (s. 370).

Martin, ilk kitabinin bir nishasini Maria’ya hediye eder. “Suradaki odada yazdim bunu ve tahminimce senin
birkag¢ kase corbanin da bunun ortaya ¢ikmasina katkisi oldu. Bunu sakla. Senin bu. Bakip beni hatirlamak igin

iste.” der (s. 439).

Martin, yazdiklarindan artik cok para kazanmaktadir. Maria’ya s6z verdigi evi ve bir sit ¢iftligini satin alarak ona
hediye eder. Maria’nin giftlikte islerini yapmasi igin tutulmus iki adami, biitlin cocuklarinin ayakkabi giyip okula
gitmesine ragmen sirekli artan bir banka hesabi da vardir. Martin bunu da ayarlamistir. “Pek az insan
hayalindeki masal prensine rastlar; fakat ¢cok ¢alisan ve asla prens hayalleri kurmayan becerikli Maria’nin prensi,

eski bir camasirci kisvesiyle cikmisti karsisina.” (s. 443).

Ablasi Gertrude, elinden geldigi 6lclide Martin’e destek olmaya c¢alisir. Martin, parasizliktan yayan ylradagi bir

giin, o aslinda egzersiz yapiyorum dese de ablasi anlar ve Martin’in eline bes dolar sikistirir. Cok ihtiyaci vardir,
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alir. Yutkunarak; “Sana bunu yiiz misliyle geri 6deyecegim Gertrude,” der ve bogazina bir seyler digimlenirken

gozleri nemlenir (s. 333).

Martin, ablasina acil goriismek istedigini iletince Gertrude Martin’in yine zor durumda oldugunu diisinerek
yanina para alir. Ancak, Martin bu sefer Gertrude’dan para almayacaktir. Martin, yiliz parga altin parayi isildayan
ve ¢inlayan bir nehir misali Gertrude’un kucagina bosaltir. “Tramvay param olmadigi bir giin bana verdigin o
besligi hatirliyor musun? iste, burada ve yaninda farkli yaslarda ama hepsi ayni ebatlarda doksan dokuz kardesi
daha var.” der. (s. 425). Ablasi Gertrude’un kocasi Bernard Higginbotham’dan nefret etmesine ragmen-
nefretinin sebebi Gertrude’u ¢ok calistirmasidir- Bernarda’a da yedi bin dolarlik ¢cek yazar, ablasi Gertrude’un is

yukdna azaltmasi kosulu ile (s. 455).

Martin, dostu Brissenden’in verdigi ylz dolarlik banknotla, bu parayi daha sonra ona geri verecektir, Maria’ya
Uc aylik pesin kira verir, Noel igin hediyeler alir. Martin, s6zinl tutar, Brissenden’in verdigi yiiz dolari o

oldikten sonra ailesine verilmek tzere avukatina teslim eder (s. 422).

Joe, ona ¢amasirhanede is vermistir. Birlikte cok calismislar, iyi anlagsmislardir. Martin, arkadasi Joe’ya da bir
¢amasirhane satin alir (s. 483), cocuklari gamasir mengenelerinin basinda galistirmama ve adil Ucret sarti ile (s.

484).

TARTISMA ve SONUC

Edebi eserler kurmaca olmalari bir yana uretildikleri toplumu bir ayna gibi yansittiklari icin o toplumun sahip
oldugu gelenek, gérenek ve degerlerin gelecek nesillere aktariimasina da vesile olurlar. Glindelik hayatin bir
parcasi olan ve fertler arasindaki baglari kuvvetlendiren degerler, malzemesi dil olan edebiyata da yansimis bu

yolla kalicihgini ve devamhhgini saglayabilmistir (Yaman vd., 2009, s. 114).

Degerlerin 6gretiminde ve aktarilmasinda edebi metinler/edebiyat Urinleri 6nemli bir vasitadir. Edebfi eserler
iyiyi, glizeli, dogruyu ve toplumu ayakta tutan degerleri dogrudan degil de sezdirerek ve estetik bir kaygi ile
okuyucuya sundugundan daha etkili ve 6nemli bir vasita olarak karsimiza gikmaktadir (Ozdemir ve idi Tulumcu,
2017). Edebi eserler deger aktariminda kullaniimaktadir. Bilhassa tahkiyeli metinler ferde kazandiriimak istenen
tutum, davranis ve degerlerin verilmesinde arag¢ olarak kullanilmaya uygundur (Sallabas, 2012, s. 67).
Varolusundaki birinci amaci giizellik olan edebiyat eserinden, estetik haz vermesinin disinda birgok fayda da

temin edilebilir (Karaca, 2015).

Algur (2019), calismasinda verilmek istenen mesajlarin, romanlardaki iyi roli Gstlenen kahramanlarin dilinden
akici ve etkileyici bir sekilde okuyucuya iletildigi takdirde deger egitiminde edebiyatin 6nemli bir yere sahip

oldugu kanaatine varmistir.

Arisoy (2014), Ayla Cinaroglu’'nun Mago ve Tulus adli romanlarindaki evrensel degerleri tespit etmeyi

amacladigl calismasinda adalet, aile, arkadaslik, caliskanlk, cesaret, dayanisma, duyarlilk, diristlik, egitim,
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emek, hayatla micadele, iyi huylu olma, kanaatkarlik, mantik ylritme, merhamet, misafirperverlik, 6zgiirlik,
ozlem, saglik ve temizlik, saygl, sevgi, umut, yalnizlik ve yardimseverlik degerlerinin romanlarda islendigini, en
fazla islenen evrensel degerin sevgi oldugunu, sevgi degerinin adeta merkezi bir deger konumunda oldugunu
ifade etmistir. Jack London’in Martin Eden romaninda da sevgi degerinin merkezde yer alan bir deger oldugunu

soylemek mimkinddir.

Aykag ve Pilav (2016), Ahmet Mithat Efendi’nin Letaif-i Rivayat kitabindaki Cingene hikayesinde islenen
degerleri tespit etmeyi amagladiklari ¢calismalarinda, Ahmet Mithat Efendi’nin ¢ogu eserinde hitap ettigi kitleyi
modernlestirmeyi, egitmeyi hedefledigini ifade ederek Cingene hikdyesinde de guzel ahlak, g¢aliskanlik,
dogruluk, durustlik, misafirperverlik, sevgi, saygi, digergamlik ve sabir gibi degerlerin islendigini ortaya

koymuslardir.

Ozdemir ve idi Tulumcu (2017), Fatma Aliye Hanim’in ilk eseri olan Muhadarat isimli romanini incelemisler;
romanda basta glizel ahlak, sadakat, vefa ve iyilik olmak Uzere bircok degerin yer aldigini tespit etmisler ve
¢alismalarinda edebi metinlerin deger 6gretimindeki roliinii vurgulamislardir. Her iki calismada incelenen edebi

eserlerin blinyesinde barindirdigi degerler Martin Eden romaninda yer alan degerlerle benzegmektedir.

Jack London, Amerikan edebiyatinin en iyilerinden biri olarak kabul edilen romani Martin Eden’i otuz Ug
yasindayken yazmistir. Roman kintslerroman olarak kabul edilmektedir. Bu tabir, sanatginin sanatini icra
ederken gectigi yollari, asamalari, zorluklari, giizellikleri anlatan romanlar igin kullaniimaktadir. Romanda Jack
London, kendi hayat hikayesini kismen degistirerek kurguya aktarmistir. Klasiklesmis edebi eserler her devirde
okunmakta, okuyucusuna yasattigl edebi hazzin, gizellik duygusunun yaninda temel insani degerleri de

okuyucuya aktarmaktadir.

Martin Eden, is¢i sinifindan bir aileye mensuptur, parasiz kaldik¢a denize agilan bulundugu konumdan memnun,
mutlu mesut yasayan Martin, burjuva sinifindan egitimli, varlikli, gérgiilii Ruth’u goriince hayat altiist olur. Asik
oldugu Ruth’la arasindaki ugurumlari kapatmak icin tam bir degisim gecirir. Martin’in Ruth’a kars! hissettigi
yogun duygular, egitimsizliginden gelen cahil halleri, gorgi eksikligi Ruth’la kendini karsilastirinca onu Grkitir
ve olaganUsti bir ¢aba ile kendi kendini egitir. Aski ona motivasyon saglar ve aradaki sinifsal farki eritmek igin
gereken gayreti gbsterir. Sevginin giicii ile bol bol okur, siirekli yazar; tinlii bir yazar olmaya karar vermistir. Unlii
bir yazar olma, yazdiklariyla gecimini saglama siirecinde gosterdigi inat tam bir kararhlik 6rnegi, bu kararhlik ve
caliskanhg sayesinde elde ettikleri bir basari hikayesidir. Martin, hi¢ kimse inanmasa dahi kendine inanmis,
emin adimlarla ilerlemis, zorluklar onu yildiramamis neticede emeline ulasmistir. Bu zorlu siirecte kendisine

iyilik yapanlari da unutmamis, onlara iyiliklerinin karsiligini kat be kat gdstermistir.

Roman, Martin Eden’in kendini gergeklestirme hikayesidir. Martin Eden, kendi giliciiniin, neler yapabileceginin
farkindadir. Hi¢ kimse ona inanmasa da, kimseden herhangi bir destek gormese de hedefine odaklanmis,
potansiyelini sonuna kadar kullanmis, belirsizliklere, olumsuzluklara katlanmis, zihnini strekli okuyarak ve

yazarak gelistirmis, bu zihni gelisimin neticesinde insanlari oldugu gibi kabul edebilmis, zorlu ve yorucu bir
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surecin ardindan hedeflerine ulagmistir. Eseri okuyanlara kendini gerceklestirme konusunda ilham verebilir.

insan isterse neler yapabilirin romanidir.

Martin Eden romaninda bazi degerlerin yogun olarak islendigi gérilmistir. Bu degerler; sevgi, 6grenme istegi,
azim, caliskanhk, basari, iyilik ve vefa gibi temel insani degerlerdir. Bu degerler Martin Eden’in tutum ve
davranislarindan, hayata bakigsindan, kurdugu iliskilerden romanin bitlinine yedirilmistir. Toplumlar milli
kiltarlerini, ulusal degerlerini fertlerine aktarmak icin edebiyat eserlerini bir ara¢ olarak kullanabilmektedirler.
Degerlerin kazandiriimasinda edebi eserlerden yapilan okumalar énemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Bireylere ulusal
degerler de evrensel degerler de bu okumalarla kazandirilabilir. Bu agidan Jack London’in Martin Eden romani
gibi diinya kiltirinin ortak GrinG olan klasiklesmis edebiyat eserleri bireylere temel insani degerleri

kazandirmada etkili olabilir.

ONERILER

Klasiklesmis edebi eserlerin degerler agisindan incelenmesine yoénelik ¢calismalar alana katki saglayacaktir.

Etik Metni

Bu makalede dergi yazim kurallarina, yayin ilkelerine, arastirma ve yayin etigi kurallarina, dergi etik kurallarina

uyulmustur. Makale ile ilgili dogabilecek her tirli ihlallerde sorumluluk yazara aittir.

Yazar(lar)in Katki Orani Beyani: Yazarin bu makaleye katki orani, %100’dir.
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